
New York State Office of Fire Prevention and Control

Who is State Fire?



Effective July Effective July 1, 20101, 2010

After New York State government consolidationAfter New York State government consolidation
OFPC was realigned under the newly createdOFPC was realigned under the newly created





SUNY Canton Cook Hall SUNY Canton Cook Hall -- 2/10/122/10/12
Prior to arrival of Canton Fire DepartmentPrior to arrival of Canton Fire Department









•• Provide technical assistance to Canton Fire DepartmentProvide technical assistance to Canton Fire Department
•• Act as liaison to SUNY Canton officialsAct as liaison to SUNY Canton officials
•• Conduct investigation to determine origin and causeConduct investigation to determine origin and cause
•• Assist with identification of hazardous materialsAssist with identification of hazardous materials

•• Develop site safety planDevelop site safety plan
•• Facilitate acquisition of loaner PPE/equipmentFacilitate acquisition of loaner PPE/equipment

•• Track resources from assisting countiesTrack resources from assisting counties
•• Facilitate decontamination proceduresFacilitate decontamination procedures

•• Working with DEC, PESH and PPE manufacturer’sWorking with DEC, PESH and PPE manufacturer’s
•• Conduct informational briefings for officers/respondersConduct informational briefings for officers/responders

•• Capitalize on the teachable momentCapitalize on the teachable moment



•• Provide code compliance assistance to SUNY CantonProvide code compliance assistance to SUNY Canton
•• Review proposed locations for relocation of studentsReview proposed locations for relocation of students
•• Assist in developing fire watch programAssist in developing fire watch program

•• Several buildings impacted from damage to Several buildings impacted from damage to FACPFACP
•• Review renovations to ensure means of egressReview renovations to ensure means of egress
•• Provide guidance on reoccupation of buildingsProvide guidance on reoccupation of buildings

•• Liaison to emergency responders (fire/ems/hazmat)Liaison to emergency responders (fire/ems/hazmat)
•• Assist in formalizing ICS with OEM repsAssist in formalizing ICS with OEM reps

•• Establish PIO for the incidentEstablish PIO for the incident
•• Develop formal IAPsDevelop formal IAPs

•• Capitalize on the teachable moment (faculty, staff, students)Capitalize on the teachable moment (faculty, staff, students)











•• Operated on site for 7 daysOperated on site for 7 days
•• 8 Fire Protection Specialists, (2) Deputy Chiefs8 Fire Protection Specialists, (2) Deputy Chiefs
•• Technical assistance to CFD continuedTechnical assistance to CFD continued

•• Resolve PPE decontamination proceduresResolve PPE decontamination procedures
•• Collect and return mutual aid gearCollect and return mutual aid gear

•• Investigation concluded on Monday, February 13Investigation concluded on Monday, February 13thth

•• Assisted Canton Fire Chief in developing media releaseAssisted Canton Fire Chief in developing media release
•• Two informational briefings conductedTwo informational briefings conducted

•• Tuesday, 2/14 for officersTuesday, 2/14 for officers
•• Wednesday, 2/15 for all emergency respondersWednesday, 2/15 for all emergency responders

•• Provided 2 hours of OSHA inProvided 2 hours of OSHA in--service trainingservice training



Cook Hall IncidentCook Hall Incident
Informational BriefingInformational Briefing



Mutual Aid ProgramMutual Aid Program
• Equipment Issues

–Department Owned
–Personal Equipment

• Personnel Issues
–Injuries



Exposure ReportsExposure Reports



Worker’s CompensationWorker’s Compensation



The next fire ?The next fire ?



Personal Protective EquipmentPersonal Protective Equipment



SCBA SCBA –– Respiratory ProtectionRespiratory Protection



FIREFIGHTERFIREFIGHTER
DEATH AND INJURYDEATH AND INJURY



Public Safety is our Duty

Firefighter Safety is our Responsibility 

EVERYONE GOES HOME!



•• Incident escalation Incident escalation –– discovery of PCBsdiscovery of PCBs
•• Structural integrity Structural integrity –– required engineer reviewrequired engineer review
•• Social media Social media –– firefighter rumor millfirefighter rumor mill

•• Quarantine of gear Quarantine of gear –– poor communicationpoor communication
•• High profile incidentHigh profile incident

•• Numerous agencies, overlapping authoritiesNumerous agencies, overlapping authorities
•• Communications regarding sampling and cleanCommunications regarding sampling and clean--upup
•• Duration of incident Duration of incident 

•• Stressed local fire department resourcesStressed local fire department resources



•• Communication is essentialCommunication is essential
•• Know the players before the incident: PreKnow the players before the incident: Pre--PlanPlan
•• Trust but verify…be specificTrust but verify…be specific

•• ICS works…start early, anticipate obstaclesICS works…start early, anticipate obstacles
•• Right personnel with the proper attitudeRight personnel with the proper attitude
•• Proper facilities are crucialProper facilities are crucial

•• Use available resourcesUse available resources
•• Look at the big picture…be realisticLook at the big picture…be realistic
•• OFPC & OEM reduced stress for local fire chiefOFPC & OEM reduced stress for local fire chief

•• Social media Social media –– be prepared for it’s impactbe prepared for it’s impact
•• Capitalize on the teachable momentCapitalize on the teachable moment
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